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TIIT RAID
A Retrospective

James W Hansen Gallery
January 27 - March 12, 2023

Journey through Tiit Raid’s creative process and step into a timeline that spans 
decades. From 1953 to the present day, viewers will be immersed in the 
different styles and many influences that have taken Tiit Raid from re-purposing 
his mother’s paint by numbers oils, to creating consummate renditions of 
nature’s finest offerings. Tiit Raid’s Retrospective will be a masterclass in a life 
of creating art.

ART RECEPTION
Friday, March 3 from 5 - 8 p.m.

ARTWORK FOR SALE
All artwork pricing is set by the artist and is non-negotiable and non-
refundable. All artwork sales are by commission with Pablo Center at the 
Confluence. Your purchase supports our endeavors to present quality visual 
arts programming that is free and open to the public. 

Thank you for considering.

ARTISTS STATEMENTS & BIOGRAPHIES
Statements and biographies are written by the individual artist and are 
published with their permission. The views expressed are their own. 
Thank You.



3

GOOD TO KNOW
PLEASE KEEP A SAFE DISTANCE FROM ALL ARTWORK 
AND PEDESTALS
Be conscious of backpacks or strollers that may bump into walls, pedestals, or 
artwork. Do not touch artwork on display unless a label tells you specifically 
how to interact with the artwork.

SUPERVISE CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES
We strongly encourage children viewing the artwork on display. Please 
instruct children to not touch artwork on display, to not run in the gallery, and 
to be kind and respectful of other people viewing the artwork by viewing 
artworks quietly and keeping a safe distance from others. Children must be 
supervised by their guardian at all times.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Pablo Center at the Confluence encourages personal photography of our 
exhibits and permanent art collection. Please use care both for the artwork 
and the people viewing it. Please no flash.

SKETCHING
Yes, please. You may certainly sketch in our facility. We ask that you use a 
lapboard or clipboard. Please only use lead or colored pencils. Please do not 
use the walls or pedestals as supports for sketching.
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ROSE DOLAN-NEILL, CURATOR
Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
Pablo Center at the Confluence

In this retrospective we observe a lifetime of creativity. Both worldly and 
otherworldly: Tiit Raid was a person with such immense talent that he made 
his work seem effortless. Locked within his observations of nature, Tiit Raid 
gives clarity in color, form, and content.  

Tiit Raid’s early works demonstrate a desire to transform physical objects into 
permanence: a want to know and explore. Later in life there is a yearning 
to communicate, to literarily paint words and find a new meaning. In Tiit’s 
works from the early 2000s, homes are depicted centrally on small canvases 
indicating a genuine warmth for comfort and clarity. Elegant forms vibrate 
through his later abstract works. Lines swirl and cut, dots and circular notes 
scale pathways and move larger objects. 

A retrospective is a gift from the artist: an exhibit of artwork that is a physical 
manifestation of Tiit Raid’s lifetime of curiosity and courageousness.  

This exhibit would not be possible without the strength and determination 
of Ann Raid, Tiit Raid’s wife of 55 years. Ann has generously shared her 
husband’s words, works, and memories with us. We are honored to 
acknowledge Ann Raid, and the kindness of Tiit Raid’s friends and family in 
loaning his artwork to Pablo Center and sharing in his memory. Our thanks 
go out to the many supporters of Tiit Raid that have given monetary gifts to 
Pablo Center in his memory.  

Through the viewing of art in our virtual exhibits on our website, we can all 
have a common experience. We can gain an understanding of our community 
and our humanity by scrolling through the images of artworks that have been 
created by our region’s top artistic minds. We can reach audiences from 
across the world and those communities close to home that might not get to 
come into Pablo Center that often. Please be sure to read through the artistic 
statements and biographies of the artists on display, these words will add 
to the enjoyment and appreciation of the artwork and may give you further 
reason to purchase a work of art from Pablo Center. Who knows, it may even 
inspire you to take the next steps in your creative endeavor.
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IN THIS EXHIBIT
1950 - 1980

The earliest work is from the fifth grade...when I did my first original paintings 
and when I first day-dreamed about being an artist. This very early work is 
usually not a part of a mature artist’s retrospective. 

Tiit Raid’s artistic journey went from creating small landscapes and still life 
forms with oil paints from paint by numbers kits to maturing into abstract works 
of art in college and in his teaching career. Tiit’s artwork was widely known 
and exhibited. Among some of the prestigious institutions and exhibits to 
show Tiit Raid’s artwork, Fighting Green was selected for exhibit in the 1966 
Walker Art Center Biennial. Through the 70s and 80s, Tiit altered his styles 
and methods, tailoring his creativity to what interested him at the time. 

1990 - 2022

My paintings are acrylic on paper, mounted on wood panels. Each image 
is built up with many layers of paint and gloss varnish, and 2 to 3 coats of 
final varnish. Since 1997, after 35 years of doing abstract work, I started 
painting landscapes based on photographs of the pond and creek area 
adjacent to our land in Fall Creek, Wisconsin. I’m interested in images that 
are representational from a distance and become more abstract when viewed 
intimately. I want to create images that are rich in color and detail. The basic 
objective, as Robert Hughes wrote, is “to slow up the eye and encourage, 
beyond the quick look, a slow absorption.”
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TIIT RAID
1940 - 2022
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

“The sun will not rise, or set, without my notice 
and thanks.” - Winslow Homer

The work in this exhibition ranges from 1953, 
when Tiit Raid was in the 5th grade, to 2022. Half 
of the exhibition includes Tiit’s earliest original 
paintings to a series of paintings based on tree-
forms in Putnam Park in 2019. The other half of 
the exhibition includes work from a long series 
of paintings based on three small experimental 
paintings Tiit did some 28 years ago.

Tiit Raid was born in Tartu, Estonia in 1940. He and his family left their 
homeland in advance of the Russian Army in 1944. The retreating German 
Army took them to Germany, along with thousands of other Estonians. After 
the war they lived in the American Sector until immigrating to the United States 
in 1949.

Raid studied studio art at the University of Minnesota, earning BA and MFA 
degrees. He taught art at UWEC from 1967-2002.

My basic interest is to create paintings with a lot to look at and to improvise; 
to spontaneously follow what the paintings process presents.
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FROM THE FAMILY OF TIIT RAID
The world lost one of its kindest and most creative souls on August 28, 2022. 
Tiit Raid, 81, was born in Tartu, Estonia on December 9, 1940, to Eugen 
and Luule Raid. His family fled their occupied country during WWII and 
eventually settled in Minnesota in 1949. Tiit started second grade with no 
English skills. He never forgot what it was like to be an outsider. Tiit and 
his younger brother, Peep, were stellar athletes who ran track and played 
football and basketball for Prior Lake High. Tiit fell in love twice: as a fifth 
grader with art and as a young man with Ann Swanson. They celebrated 55 
years of marriage in August.

He earned a BFA and MFA at the University of Minnesota. From 1967 to 
2002, Tiit was a beloved art professor at UWEC. He taught thousands of 
students the difference between looking and seeing, which enriched both their 
art and their lives. He influenced and mentored countless graduates. Until his 
recent illness, Tiit painted every day. The past two decades his work was 
influenced by the perfect designs found in nature. Tiit’s paintings are hanging 
in many collections in the US and abroad. He showed his work in galleries in 
Fall Creek and Eau Claire to as far away as Boston, New York City, Toronto, 
Stockholm, and Talinn, Estonia. Just before he died, he selected paintings for 
his last show, a retrospective of his work from 1949 to 2022, to be held at the 
Pablo Center in 2023.

Tiit became interested in the relationship between art and music in graduate 
school and eventually he discovered his natural sense of rhythm. As a 
percussionist, he could turn just about any surface into a drum set. He played 
with the Pay Toilet South Hampton Strutters, Robert Johnson, Peter Phippen, 
Rick Silloway, and many other bands.

Tiit loved a roaring bonfire and a cold beer. He golfed often and worked at 
perfecting his game each time. Tiit travelled throughout the world and shared 
many adventures with his wife and friends. He could talk to anyone, and he 
always made strangers feel welcome. He never lost his ability to sit and look. 
For 43 years, Tiit and Ann’s home base was Fall Creek. They moved to Eau 
Claire in 2017. Tiit spent his final days in his home studio surrounded by the 
people and objects he loved.

In his memory, take time to really see the landscape and the people 
around you.



8

GRADE SCHOOL AND 
HIGH SCHOOL WORK 
Still Life 
1953 
2nd original oil painting
5.25 x 4.75 | NFS
  
First Abstract Painting
1954 -1955 
Leftover paint from number 
paints sets
10.45 x 13.75 | NFS

White Heron
Circa 1950
Paint on canvas board
22.5 x 25 | NFS
 
Flowers
Circa 1950
Paint on canvas board
22.5 x 25 | NFS

GRADUATE SCHOOL AND TEACHING AT 
UM AND UWEC
Red, White, Blue, and 
Orange
1965 
Hard edge painting acrylic on
canvas
4 x 5.5 | $500

Fighting Green
1966 
Acrylic on canvas
36 x 48.5 | $500

This work was in the 1966 Walker Art 
Center Biennial

Abstraktne Maastik
1968
Hard edge/Acrylic on canvas
61 x 48.75 | NFS

March 2nd 
Diamond Series
Hard edge/Acrylic on canvas
70 x 70 | $1000

Tuul
1974-75 
Gel medium on painted 
plexiglass
24.25 x 24.25

On loan from Diane and Dick Zahorik

Tralent
1975 
Acrylic on plexiglass 
24.25 x 24.25 | $500

Tuul: Ann
1975 
Gel medium on painted 
plexiglass 
9 x 9.25 | NFS
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AM July, 1984
Acrylic on paper

From the 12 month series of calendar 
paintings made each morning and evening

PM July, 1984
Acrylic on paper

From the 12 month series of calendar 
paintings made each morning and evening

1981 
2 doll house paintings
Acrylic on paper

Part of an exhibition of artwork for 
dollhouses at the American Swedish 
institute. Display made by Bill Nolte. On 
loan from Hazel and Etta Raid

Thoughts
1995 
Acrylic on wooden door
35.5 x 80.5 | $700

Possible Cages
1991-1993 
Acrylic on wooden door
35.5 x 80.5

On loan from Jeanne and Brady Foust

From J. Roberts, 
J.Krishnamorti, J. Klien
1992 
Acrylic on wooden Circle
23.5 circle | $700

Pilot’s House: Windy 
Day
2008 
Acrylic on paper and wood
3 x 10

Esti Tula: Estonian 
Farm
2002 
Acrylic on paper and wood
4.75 x 16.5 | NFS

The Back House
1999 
Acrylic on paper and wood
8.5 x 31.5 | NFS

Vincent’s Visit
1999-2000 
Acrylic on paper and wood
7.25 x 36 | NFS

Wilheim Farm
2007
Acrylic on paper on wood

On loan from Jeanne and Brady Foust

WINTER III
Acrylic on paper on wood

On loan from Jeanne and Brady Foust 

Meter Reader 
Acrylic on paper and masonite

On loan from Jeanne and Brady Foust
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Fall Creek: Winter
2010 
Acrylic on paper and masonite
On loan from Jeanne and Brady Foust

Wilheim Farm 
Reflection
2007 
Acrylic on paper on wood
10 x 44

Bali
2012 
Acrylic on paper and masonite
31.5 x 42 | NFS

Fall Creek: Late 
Afternoon II
2012  
Acrylic on paper and masonite
31.5 x 42

On loan from Marie France and 
Johannes Stroshanke

Lion’s Den Reflection
2006 
Acrylic on paper and wood
26 x 8

Lion’s Den #1
2006 
Acrylic on paper and masonite
26 x 8

Backyard VI by Tiit Raid
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RECENT WORK FROM 2019 TO 2022
Improvisation #1
2019-2022 
Acrylic on canvas
41.5 x 31.5 | $3000

Improvisation #2
2019-2022 
Acrylic on canvas
41.5 x 31.5 | $3000

Improvisation #3
2019-2022 
Acrylic on canvas
41.5 x 31.5 | NFS

Tagahoov: Mustrid I
2021
Wood/Acrylic
25.5 x 19.5 | $2000

Tagahoov Mustrid is Estonian for
Backyard Patterns.

Tagahoov: Mustrid II
2021
Wood/Acrylic
25.5 x 19.5 | $2000

Tagahoov: Mustrid III
2021
Wood/Acrylic
25.5 x 19.5 | $2000

Tagahoov: Mustrid IV
2021
Wood/Acrylic
25.5 x 19.5 | $2000

Loodus Mustrid I
2021
Wood/Acrylic
14 x 11 | $800

Loodus Mustrid is Estonian for 
Nature Patterns.

PUTNAM PARK PAINTINGS
Series of painting of Putnam park from 2017-2020

Putnam Trees #1
2018 
Acrylic on paper on wood 
18.25 x 27.25 | NFS

Putnam Trees #3
2018-2019
Acrylic on paper on wood
18.25 x 27.25

Putnam Trees #6
2018-2020 
Acrylic on paper on wood
18.25 x 27.25 | NFS

Putnam Trees #7
2019-2020 
Acrylic on paper on wood
18.25 x 27.25 | NFS

Putnam Trees #8
2019 
Acrylic on paper on wood
18.25 x 27.25 | NFS
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Loodus Mustrid II
2021
Wood/Acrylic
14 x 11 | $800

Loodus Mustrid III
2021
Wood/Acrylic
14 x 11 | $800

Loodus Mustrid IV
2021
Wood/Acrylic
14 x 11 | $800

Backyard III
2019-2022
Wood/Acrylic
21 x 15 | $1600

Backyard IV
2019-2022
Wood/Acrylic
21 x 15 | $1600

Backyard V
2019-2022
Wood/Acrylic
21 x 15 | $1600

Backyard VI
2019-2022
Wood/Acrylic
21 x 15 | NFS

Kujundsed Looduset 
1, 2, 3
1995
Acrylic on paper 

Still Life by Tiit Raid
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AFTERIMAGE 
James W Hansen Gallery
MAR. 24 - MAY 21, 2023

The Artwork of Allan Servoss & Bruce Warren

ARTIST RECEPTION MAR. 31

HIGH SCHOOL ART 
EXHIBIT 
Brady & Jeanne Foust Gallery
FEB. 24 - APR. 23, 2023

Everything You Can Image Is Real

UPCOMING VISUAL ART EXHIBITS

FABULOUS FLORALS & 
FINE ART
James W Hansen Gallery
MAR. 16 - MAR. 19, 2023

Floral Interpretations of Fantastic Artwork

ARTIST RECEPTION MAR. 17

HUMAN 
Laurie Bieze Gallery
FEB. 10 - JUN. 25, 2023

Images by Mark Aumann
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INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT 
Pablo Center at the Confluence will not reamin silent when what the community 
needs is for its local oranizations to represent them. Pablo Center at the 
Confluence, while listening to and learning from the community, pledges to:

• Address structural and historical inequities in the arts.

• Identify and address implicit biases and practices throught the 
organizational structure of Pablo Center.

• Respond to the events of our time that test relationships within the community 
through dialogue, educational and artistic programming, and care. 

Our first act towards this pledge is the creation of the Committee for Inclusive 
and Just Engagement and Practices, which is dedicated to the resolution of 
issues and the creation of opportunities related to social justice. 

INTERESTED IN PURCHASING A WORK OF ART?
To purchase a work of art, contact Rose, our Assistant Director of Artistic 
Programming at rose@pablocenter.org.

All artwork pricing is set by the artists and is non-negotiable and non-
refundable. All artwork sales are by commission with Pablo Center at the 
Confluence. Your purchase supports our endeavors to present quality visual 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit pablocenter.org to view a complete calendar of events and purchase tickets.

Find us on:

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We acknowledge that Pablo Center at the Confluence occupies the sacred 
and ancestral lands of Indigenous Peoples. We honor the land of the Ojibwe 
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JAMES WILLIAM HANSEN 
  
A native of St. Paul, Minnesota, Mr. Hansen holds undergraduate degrees 
from the University of Minnesota and a Graduate degree from the University 
of St. Thomas. As an officer of a Fortune 500 company, CEO of a publicly 
traded technology business, and as an adjunct professor, Mr. Hansen is a 
supporter of young entrepreneurs and both civic and arts organizations. 

Mr. Hansen was Chairman of the Board of Jamf Software and its first outside 
investor. He encouraged the company during his decade as Chair to support 
the community through employee service programs, started a foundation, 
and championed art in the office space as a vehicle for employee satisfaction 
and innovation. This gallery is funded in his name and his belief that service 
and engagement with the creative class is critical to building a sustainable 
community that benefits the common good.

ON EXHIBIT ANYTIME 
Through the viewing of art in our virtual exhibits on our website, we can all 
have a common experience. Gain an understanding of our community and 
our humanity by scrolling through the images of artworks that have been 
created by our region’s top artistic minds. View our exhibits at anytime at 
pablocenter.org.

All gallery events are free, however you must reserve
a ticket for artist receptions/talks.

To reserve your tickets, go to PabloCenter.org



128 Graham Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701

FREE and open to the public
Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

+ two hours before events

To purchase a work of art, contact:
Rose Dolan-Neill

Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
rose@pablocenter.org

TIIT RAID 
A RETROSPECTIVE


