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Mark Blaskey has created an impressive cast of hands from remarkable local
artists, artisans, and leaders in their fields and displays their likenesses with
the tools of their trade.

Meet the Artist Reception
Friday, Sept. 23 from 5 - 8 p.m.

Pablo Center at the Confluence welcomes you to our fifth season’s visual
arts exhibitions. Whether you are able to view these works in person at
Pablo Center, or online through our website’s virtual exhibitions, we know
that you will experience a heightened expression of humanity and gain a
shared appreciation for the arts. Our annual exhibitions Reflected Light: The
plein air art of GO Paint, Confluence of Art Annual, and Fabulous Florals &
Fine Art will explore the experiences of living and creating in the Chippewa
Valley. We proudly display works that explore the complexities of the human
experience in exhibits such as First Nations Contemporary Art Exhibit, Human:
Featuring the photography of Mark Aumann, and Entertain which delves into
the complex experience of being an artist. We turn to the future and spotlight
the works of young artists in High School Art Exhibit, and we take inspiration
from the lifetime of works of our region’s master creators, artist leaders, and
teachers. Pablo Center is your place to discover vital, meaningful works.
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GOOD TO KNOW
PLEASE KEEP A SAFE DISTANCE FROM ALL ARTWORK
AND PEDESTALS
Be conscious of backpacks or strollers that may bump into walls, pedestals, or
artwork. Do not touch artwork on display unless a label tells you specifically
how to interact with the artwork.

SUPERVISE CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES
We strongly encourage children viewing the artwork on display. Please
instruct children to not touch artwork on display, to not run in the gallery, and
to be kind and respectful of other people viewing the artwork by viewing
artworks quietly and keeping a safe distance from others. Children must be
supervised by their guardian at all times.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Pablo Center at the Confluence encourages personal photography of our
exhibits and permanent art collection. Please use care both for the artwork
and the people viewing it. Please no flash.

SKETCHING
Yes, please. You may certainly sketch in our facility. We ask that you use a
lapboard or clipboard. Please only use lead or colored pencils. Please do not
use the walls or pedestals as supports for sketching.

ARTWORK FOR SALE
All artwork pricing is set by the artist and is non-negotiable and nonrefundable. All artwork sales are by commission with Pablo Center at the
Confluence. Your purchase supports our endeavors to present quality visual
arts programming that is free and open to the public. Thank you for considering.

ARTISTS STATEMENTS & BIOGRAPHIES
Statements and biographies are written by the individual artist and are
published with their permission. The views expressed are their own. Thank you.
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MARK BLASKEY

Altoona, Wisconsin

“It is in your hands to create a better world for all who live in it.”
					
-Nelson Mandela
These hands and the tools they are
holding create a better world for us
here at this time. From the gavel of a
judge and the brush of a painter, to the
hands of a massage therapist and the
microphone of a broadcaster, these
hands show that even in the high-tech
21st century, it is still the work of hands
that give our society beauty, health,
grace, and depth.
My work for the last 17 years has
been metal sculptures mostly showing
humans in 2D profile form. Almost
two years ago I was commissioned to
make a sculpture in memory of victims
of clergy abuse to be installed at Holy
Ghost Church in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. I started working with modeling
hands for that project and then six months ago when that project finished I
had the vision of casting hands holding tools. The first hand I cast was that
of my niece, Sarah Blaskey, an award-winning investigative reporter for the
Miami Herald, holding a pen and notebook. From there the ideas just came
flowing in–as if the hands were just waiting there all along for me to cast them.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
A bit like Grandma Moses, Mark Blaskey came to art late in life, but unlike
her, he didn’t wait until he was 79. Mark started working with his dad–a
math teacher, carpenter, and welder–when he was 12. Mark attended the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and majored in Civil Engineering. Along
the way he spent five years in the marching band and had other courses
including beekeeping and music theory. Mark came to Eau Claire in 1979
and worked on typical civil engineering projects: dams, sub-divisions,
watersheds, and buildings. While engineers often get the rap of not being
or having an aesthetic, Mark always tried to make his designs pleasing.
Certainly not an artistic endeavor, nonetheless, his career taught him the
principles of form, function, details, and materials.
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These same principals were intrinsic when he launched into the art world
almost two decades ago. He bought a welder and plasma torch and started
cutting figures in steel and combining them with wood, fabric, and found
materials. Many of the pieces are the human body in motion pursuing silent
sports, which have been a large part of Mark’s life. In the last few years,
encouraged and helped by Mel Sundby, Anders and Barbara Shafer, Dave
Constantine, and inspired by his late sister, Mary Wells, Mark Blaskey’s
artwork has taken a rapid expansion in scope, subject, and form.
Mark Blaskey wishes to thank the following for their support:
Emily, An Kubishak, Dave Constantine, Rose Dolan-Neill at Pablo Center,
Joe Mirr, James Hanke, Jason Jon Anderson, Prof. Michael Leckrone, and
everyone in the show.
Mark Blaskey has created hands casted by the following subjects and
featuring the tools of their trade.

Thomas Barland Holding A Gavel by Mark Blaskey
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JASON JON ANDERSON

ROBERT BACA

Exec. Director, Pablo Center

Professor, Trumpet

$750

$750

Edison lightbulb on white oak

GORDY BISCHOFF

DAVE CONSTANTINE

Luthier

Master Wood Carver &
Painter

Guitar head on black walnut
$750

2011 midsize guitar
$5000

SARAH BLASKEY

Woodcarving tool on black
walnut
$750

Above the Roost Tree
Wood sculpture, 22 x 21 x14
$7250

Pulitzer Winning Journalist,
Author

JOHN DRAWBERT, MD

$750

Orthopedic Surgeon

Her aunt Mary's pen on butternut

TIM BRUDNICKI
Woodworker

Block plane from ash on oak
$750

THOMAS BARLAND
Retired Judge

Legal books on butternut
$750
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Trumpet on black walnut

Prosthetic shoulder on black
walnut
$750

WILLIAM W. EISENBARTH
Violin, Viola & Cello Maker

Carving tool and neck of a
cello, black walnut on butternut
$750

Cello, 2021
Hand constructed, 4/4
$8500

BRADY FOUST, Ph.D.

DAN MARKET

Geographer & Pablo Center at
the Confluence’s past president
of the Board of Directors

Carpenter and Contractor,
Market & Johnson

Photo by Justin Patchin

Claw hammer on black walnut
$750

$750

ANNE HARGRAVE –
THOMAS, RN
Nurse & Oakleaf CEO

Stethoscope on black walnut

NICK MEYER
Volume One Publisher

20th anniversary edition of
Volume One on black walnut
$750

$750

TERRY MEYER
STEVE IMMERMAN, MD

Painter & Sculptor

Surgeon & Glass Artist

Welding torch on butternut

$750

Horse Mask, Welded Steel 15 x 7
$250

Scalpel and glass cutter on black
walnut
Quarry, Kilnformed, slumped,
coldworked glass, 16 x 3
$1195

$750

SUE ORFIELD
Saxophonist

JACKIE JORDAN

Reed and CD on black walnut
$750

Massage Therapist

Resin "back" on black walnut
$750

TIIT RAID
Artist, Percussionist

Percussion mallets on black
walnut
$750
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MIKE RINDO

CURT TRAVIS, DDS

University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire, Pablo Center at the
Confluence

Dentist

Photo by Justin Patchin

Dental mirror on black walnut
$750

$750

EMILY WATKINS
AL ROSS
Wisconsin Public Radio

Microphone and audio tape on
black walnut

Guitarist

Guitar piece on black walnut
and butternut
$750

$750

INGA WITSCHER
RANDY SABIEN

Dairy Farmer & Cheesemaker

Violinst

$750

Violin bow on black walnut

Cheese trier on black walnut

$750

NOBUYOSHI YASUDA
ANDERS SHAFER
Painter

Paint brush on black walnut

Professor, Symphony
Conductor

Baton on black walnut
$750

$750

Variation on Hogarth - Chairing of the
member, 22 x 29
$500

CATHY SULTAN
Author

Fountain pen on black walnut

MEL SUNDBY
Sculptor & Painter

Pottery tool on black walnut
$750

Woman With A Hat
Raku glaze, fire, 7.5 x 19
8

$750

An Ambassador to Syria, 2020
The Syrian, 2014, $16.99
Damascus Street, 2018, $16.99
A Beirut Heart, 2005, $16.99
Israeli And Palestinian Voices, $16.99

OPEN PAINT | SEPT. 24 - 30, 2022
Paint the days and nights away in the beautiful Chippewa Valley in our 10th season
of the GO Paint! Chippewa Valley Plein Air Paint Festival. Learn how to participate
as an exhibiting artist and register at pablocenter.org/visual-arts/gopaint/

YOUTH QUICK PAINT | FREE | SEPT. 24 AT 11 A.M.
Join in the plein air painting fun with the free Youth Quick Paint. Youth painters will
have one hour to paint the flora, fauna, and folks of Haymarket Plaza and Phoenix
Park for their chance at great prizes.

PURCHASE A PIECE OF GO PAINT! ART
On display virtually and in-person in the Laurie Bieze Gallery. This is a great
opportunity to purchase fresh and local landscapes for your business or home.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We acknowledge that Pablo Center at the Confluence occupies the sacred and
ancestral lands of Indigenous Peoples. We honor the land of the Ojibwe and
Dakota Nations.

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT
Pablo Center at the Confluence will not reamin silent when what the community
needs is for its local oranizations to represent them. Pablo Center at the Confluence,
while listening to and learning from the community, pledges to:
• Address structural and historical inequities in the arts.
• Identify and address implicit biases and practices throught the organizational
structure of Pablo Center.
• Respond to the events of our time that test relationships within the community
through dialogue, educational and artistic programming, and care.
Our first act towards this pledge is the creation of the Committee for Inclusive and
Just Engagement and Practices, which is dedicated to the resolution of issues and
the creation of opportunities related to social justice.
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CURRENTLY ON EXHIBIT

CONFLUENCE OF ART
ANNUAL

ENTERTAIN

Laurie Bieze Gallery

James W Hansen Gallery

SEPT. 16 - NOV. 27, 2022

SEPT. 9 - NOV. 13, 2022

Give and Take

Juried Art Exhibit Featuring Recent
Works by our Region and Nation’s
Most Talented Artists

INTERESTED IN PURCHASING A WORK OF ART?
To purchase a work of art, contact Rose, our Assistant Director of Artistic
Programming at rose@pablocenter.org.

All artwork pricing is set by the artists and is non-negotiable and nonrefundable. All artwork sales are by commission with Pablo Center at the
Confluence. Your purchase supports our endeavors to present quality visual
art programming that is free and open to the public.
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UPCOMING PABLO EVENTS
LYLE LOVETT & JOHN
HIATT - Together on Stage

Oct. 18, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
RCU THEATRE

A master lyricist and satirical storyteller,
John Hiatt delivers songs filled with tales
on his own terms. Singer, composer, and
actor, Lyle Lovett expresses the depth of
his legendary talents live on stage.

THE WOOD BROTHERS

Nov. 4, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
RCU THEATRE

Finding strength in accepting what lies
beyond their control, The Wood Brothers
formed together to create deep lyrics
and vivid sounds.

THEM COULEE BOYS

Nov. 25, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
RCU THEATRE

From pure and genuine ballads to a
leaping, countrified take on rock and
roll, Them Coulee Boys return like old
friends with no need for small talk.

MICHAEL PERRY AND
THE LONG BEDS

Dec. 9, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
JAMF THEATRE

Country-folk, roughneck folk, and
Americana, Michael Perry and the
Long Beds take the stage, never lacking
energy or excitement.
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A SHOW OF HANDS

Notable Masters and Tools of their Trade, Artwork
by Mark Blaskey
128 Graham Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701

FREE and open to the public
Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
+ two hours before events

To purchase a work of art, contact:
Rose Dolan-Neill
Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
rose@pablocenter.org

