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BARBARA AND ANDERS SHAFER
Two Artists from Eau Claire

Barbara and Anders Shafer are self-described as two artists from Eau Claire. 
Barbara’s current work concentrates on the human form, influenced by dance 
and the patterns of dark and light falling upon a figure. Using imagination-
memory, Anders creates storyboards depicting the lives of artists he admires 
or historical events that have captured his interest. 

Two masters of their craft in exhibition. 

WELCOME
Pablo Center at the Confluence welcomes you to the fourth season’s visual 
art exhibitions. With the return of in-person programming, we welcome you 
to stroll through the galleries and halls of Pablo Center and discover new, 
expressive, and thought-provoking works around every corner. Join us in 
the celebration of art in all forms; you’ll be sure to find yourself challenged, 
captivated, and inspired.

ROSE DOLAN-NEILL,
CURATOR
Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
Pablo Center at the Confluence
Barbara and Anders Shafer come together in one space but with two separate 
exhibits. Anders Shafer’s work in this exhibit is a mixture of recent works and 
works from the near past that are still interesting and relevant. Barbara Shafer 
has chosen to focus her exhibit on the people of Banbury Place; a repurposed 
factory that houses many artist studios where these two artists from Eau Claire 
share their lives and studio space. There they paint together, but separate.

Nostalgic and vivid, lively storytelling, and capturing nature is as important to 
Anders Shafer’s work as color and line. In Barbara Shafer’s work, one witnesses 
stark realities of light and texture and the beauty of humanity laid bare.
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GOOD TO KNOW
PLEASE KEEP A SAFE DISTANCE FROM ALL ARTWORK AND 
PEDESTALS
Be conscious of backpacks or strollers that may bump into walls, pedestals, or 
artwork. Do not touch artwork on display unless a label tells you specifically 
how to interact with the artwork.

SUPERVISE CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES
We strongly encourage children viewing the artwork on display. Please 
instruct children to not touch artwork on display, to not run in the gallery, and 
to be kind and respectful of other people viewing the artwork by viewing 
artworks quietly and keeping a safe distance from others. Children must be 
supervised by their guardian at all times.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Pablo Center at the Confluence encourages personal photography of our 
exhibits and permanent art collection. Please use care both for the artwork 
and the people viewing it. Please no flash.

SKETCHING
Yes, please. You may certainly sketch in our facility. We ask that you use a 
lapboard or clipboard. Please only use lead or colored pencils. Please do not 
use the walls or pedestals as supports for sketching.

ARTISTS STATEMENTS & BIOGRAPHIES
Statements and biographies are written by the individual artist and are 
published with their permission. The views expressed are their own. Thank You.

MEET THE ARTISTS
ARTISTS RECEPTION 
Thursday, April 14 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

ART TALK 
Featuring Barbara and Anders Shafer
Thursday, April 14 at 6 p.m. 
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BARBARA SHAFER
Numerous years ago I took some photographs of my friend, Laurie Bieze. 
Laurie was an artist, who worked in stained glass and had a studio in Banbury 
Place, Building 13. Her work can be seen in Eau Claire, in the window at the 
Unitarian Fellowship, the HERS Center, Mayo Clinic, and the doors of the Arc 
at Temple Shalom, as well as in many other venues. 

I held onto the photographs for a number of years after Laurie died, always 
planning to paint a portrait of her. As time passed I also photographed my 
friend and wood-worker, Carl Brown, who also has a studio in building 13. 
A plan was forming. 

I have historically painted from photographs of dancers; my students, friends, 
visiting troupes, etc. I was ready for a new project. When Rose Dolan-Neill 
offered my husband Andy and I an exhibit at Pablo Center, I decided it would 
be an interesting challenge to paint portraits of various people working in the 
building. Because of the studio space available to renters, one finds a variety 
of different art forms, business, and people. 

Most of the paintings that were born of this project include glimpses into the 
lives/work of each inhabitant. Because of this, it seemed redundant for me to 
write a description of each.

Andy and I have a studio (carefully divided by a wall with a door) in Building 
13. Selections from my “dancer” series can be seen at the 200 Main Gallery 
in downtown Eau Claire and Mona Lisa’s Restaurant is exhibiting work from 
my “plant” series in the main dinning room.

Art 108 
2021 
Acrylic, 29 x 40
$750

C.V. 
2021
Acrylic, 24 x 36
$750

Carl
2021
Acrylic, 24 x 36
$600

Colleen
2021
Acrylic, 20 x 16
$125

Itohan
2021
Acrylic, 36 x 24
$600

James
2021
Acrylic, 30 x 24
$600



5

Barry with Denise 
2006
Acrylic, 29 x 37 
$750

Cheli and Dennis as the Duke and Duchess of Urbino 
2021
Acrylic, 24 x 36
$750

Ganna in Half Light
2019
Acrylic, 47 x 32
$750

Jenny
2021
Acrylic, 11 x 14
$100

Keri
2021
Acrylic, 31 x 28
$600

Laurie
Acrylic, 27 x 38
$750

Paul
Acrylic, 36 x 24
$600

Stuck Together
Acrylic, 38 x 24.5
Not for Sale

Sue
Acrylic, 36 x 34
$750

Michael Before the
Performance
2008
Acrylic, 55 x 27.5
$1200

Clifford & Friends
Acrylic, 36 x 24
$750
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ANDERS SHAFER
Much of my work is “sequential” art; one of the most ancient forms of human 
communication. I became involved with this form while doing “story boards” 
(a map of a story) for childrens’ books. I thought one could tackle ideas about 
other artists, about history, do kinds of stories and poems, study nature, almost 
anything, using this visual format. To strengthen my skills, I work from the figure 

Chairing of the Member-Variations on Hogarth
2022
35 x 44
$600

From the “Election”; fascinating to find parallels between past and present. 
The candidate is being “chaired” by a drunken mob, while the “establishment” 
looks on and benefits.

Marriage Ala Mode-After Hogarth
2022 
39 x 44
$600

William Hogarth (17 Century) invented forms of satirical Art. I think you could 
say that I worked from the original like doing a landscape. Most of my work 
is “from the imagination”, i.e. the copyright phrase “creative and original”.
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Alexander Cozens
2020-2022
35 x 44
$650

A landscape painter from the 19th Century who invented “blot-painting”, in 
order to innovate with organic shapes. Seeing figures in things is as old as 
man. Cozens was sent to Bedlam, later released.

Rembrandt’s Elephant
2021-2022
Acrylic, 50 x 60
$1,500

Rembrandt did some drawings of a performing elephant. There were very few 
elephants in Europe for several hundred years. I found this one on the Internet.

cont.

Assassination Attempt on Harry Truman 
2019-2022
50 x 60
$2,000

In 1950, two men from Puerto Rico, who misunderstood Truman’s stand 
on their independence, tried to shoot him. He was staying at Blair House, 
Washington DC. I grew up near there and have painted this story many times 
since it has so many elements from my childhood.

Broken and Stolen Boat
2021
Watercolor, 22 x 29
$600

Based on a story from my life. I saw a boy, at a garden in Paris where I rented 
toy boats, break a boat on purpose. I imagined that he threw the boat into 
the Seine where, after several years, it is found , repaired and sailed away 
by chipmunks.

The Rake's Progress, After Hogarth
2021
Multimedia, 22 x 29
$700

One of four well-known series by Hogarth. It was eventually used in an opera 
by Stravinsky, words by Auden, and is still produced today. It is an old tale of 
a man living beyond his station and paying a bitter price. This is my version.



8

Watteau- Love and Life
2018
40 x 36
$850

The greatest sign painter of all time, an original and profound painter who 
lived in Paris in the 1700’s – called a “Baroque” artist. In his last years his 
work looked like something painted in the 20th Century.

Etruscans
2017
Oil, 36 x 41
$650

Barbara and I painted outside for a while around a town 90 miles north 
of Rome called Cvita Castelana. The town was founded by Felacions who 
fought the Etruscans who then fought the Romans and disappeared. I used a 
combination of ancient sculptures that resembled cartoons.

Sanctuary
2018-2020
50 x 60
$2,000

Based on William Faulkner’s “Gothic” novel: two young people on a spree, 
are pursued by an evil man named “Pop-eye”. “Pop-eye” shoots the young 
man and kidnaps the girl keeping her in a dark room in Memphis- in a house 
of “ill-repute”. He is arrested and hung and the girl goes insane. Gothic? 
For the scenes I used memories of the Red Cedar River, Arkansas, Antwerp, 
Cincinnati, and other.

Roy Rogers As The Good Samaritan
2020-2021
Acrylic, 36 x 41
$1,750

There really are Samaritans, still a small tribe in the Middle East. I used Roy 
Rogers here. He was always saving people from bad actors.

Gorky Escapes the Armenian Holocaust
2020
50 x 60
$2,500

Arshile Gorky (1904 - 1948) escaped, when a child, the Armenian Holocaust 
(3 million people) and went on to become one of the greatest American 
painters. This painting reflects his Islamic design culture that he combined with 
European-American “Modernism”.
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Nijinsky
2000
48 x 56
$650

Nijinsky was the principal dancer in many of Stravinsky’s productions. He 
stopped talking after WWI but just before WWII, said “Act two begins”.

Brush Fire
2014
Oil and cold wax, 36 x 41
$600

Spring cleaning for farmers. Thanks to Rebecca Crowell for getting me 
involved in cold-wax medium.

Assassination Attempt on Harry Truman 

Broken and Stolen Boat 2
Based on a story from my life. I saw a boy, at a garden in Paris where I rented 
toy boats, break a boat on purpose. I imagined that he threw the boat into 
the Seine where, after several years, it is found, repaired and sailed away 
by chipmunks. 
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CURRENTLY ON EXHIBIT

All gallery events are free, however you must reserve
a ticket for artist receptions/talks.

To reserve your tickets, go to PabloCenter.org

In the Laurie Bieze Gallery
WE SEE YOU
JANUARY 28 - JULY 10, 2022

We Will Tell Your Story

OPEN PAINTING | May 7 - 13, 2022

Paint the days and nights away in the beautiful Chippewa Valley in our 10th season of 
the GO Paint! Plein Air Paint Festival. Learn how to participate as an exhibiting artists 
& register at PabloCenter.org/visual-arts/gopaint/

YOUTH QUICK PAINT | Saturday, May 7 at 11 a.m. | FREE

Join in the plein air painting fun with the free Youth Quick Paint. Youth painters will 
have one hour to paint the flora, fauna, and folks of Haymarket Plaza and Phoenix 
Park for their chance at great prizes. 

PURCHASE A PIECE OF ART FROM GO PAINT |May 13 - Aug. 17

On display virtually and in-person in the Brady & Jeanne Foust Gallery. This is a 
great opportunity to purchase fresh and local landscapes for your business or home.

UPCOMING VISUAL ART EVENTS
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JAMES W HANSEN GALLERY
 
A native of St Paul, Minnesota, Mr. Hansen holds undergraduate degrees from the 
University of Minnesota and a Graduate degree from the University of St Thomas. As 
an officer of a Fortune 500 company, CEO of a publicly traded technology business, 
and as an adjunct professor, Mr. Hansen is a supporter of young entrepreneurs and 
both civic and arts organizations.

Mr. Hansen was Chairman of the Board of Jamf Software and its first outside investor. 
He encouraged the company during his decade as Chair to support the community 
through employee service programs, started a foundation, and championed art in 
the office space as a vehicle for employee satisfaction and innovation.

This gallery is funded in his name and his belief that service and engagement with 
the creative class is critical to building a sustainable community that benefits the 
common good.

ON EXHIBIT ANYTIME
Virtual exhibits at PabloCenter.org

Through the viewing of art in our virtual exhibits on our website, we can all have a 
common experience. Gain an understanding of our community and our humanity 
by scrolling through the images of artworks that have been created by our region’s 
top artistic minds. View our exhibits at anytime!

Pablo Center at the Confluence will not remain silent when what the community 
needs is for its local organizations to represent them. Pablo Center at the Confluence, 
while listening to and learning from the community, pledges to: address structural 
and historical inequities in the arts, identify and address implicit biases and practices 
throughout the organizational structures of Pablo Center, and respond to the events 
of our time that test relationships within the community through dialogue, educational 
and artistic programming, and care.

Our first act towards this pledge is the creation of the Committee for Inclusive and 
Just Engagement and Practices, which is dedicated to the resolution of issues and the 
creation of opportunities related to social justice.

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT

We acknowledge that Pablo Center at the Confluence occupies the sacred and 
ancestral lands of Indigenous Peoples. We honor the land of the Ojibwe and 
Dakota Nations.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT



128 Graham Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701

FREE and open to the public
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

+ two hours before events

To purchase a work of art, contact:
Rose Dolan-Neill

Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
rose@pablocenter.org

pablocenter.org


