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MECHANICAL

Long Days by Michael Christopherson

Com.mun.ion #5 by Daniel Ingersoll

Project Management Team by William Nolte

January 21 - February 13

Useful, Worn, Discarded

Virtual gallery available
at pablocenter.org 

James W Hansen Gallery
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MECHANICAL
Useful, Worn, Discarded

Rough and angular, rusted and worn: this exhibit features artwork that gives a 
sense of history, usefulness, and care of old things discarded that have been 
brought back to life. 

WELCOME
Pablo Center at the Confluence welcomes you to the fourth season’s visual art 
exhibitions. With the return of in-person programming, we welcome you to stroll 
through the galleries and halls of Pablo Center and discover new, expressive, and 
thought-provoking works around every corner. Join us in the celebration of art in 
all forms; you’ll be sure to find yourself challenged, captivated, and inspired.

ROSE DOLAN-NEILL,
CURATOR
Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
Pablo Center at the Confluence

Step into a curious room full of useful objects, of interesting artifacts, of mindful 
experiences that only this machine can provide. One might wonder, what is 
this tool’s function? One could guess what this machine used to create. How 
did a human interact with this artifact? What have we learned? One might find 
themselves pondering their own use of tools, and what devices in our everyday 
lives might be curious to people of the future.

MEET THE ARTIST

ARTIST RECEPTION AND ART TALK 
WITH DANIEL INGERSOLL

February 11 at 5 - 8 p.m. | Art Talk 6 p.m.
Art Talk coincides with Meet the Artists Reception
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GOOD TO KNOW
PLEASE KEEP A SAFE DISTANCE FROM ALL ARTWORK / PEDESTALS
Be conscious of backpacks or strollers that may bump into walls, pedestals, or 
artwork. Do not touch artwork on display unless a label tells you specifically how 
to interact with the artwork.

SUPERVISE CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES
We strongly encourage children viewing the artwork on display. Please instruct 
children to not touch artwork on display, to not run in the gallery, and to be kind 
and respectful of other people viewing the artwork by viewing artworks quietly 
and keeping a safe distance from others. Children must be supervised by their 
guardian at all times.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Pablo Center at the Confluence encourages personal photography of our 
exhibits and permanent art collection. Please use care both for the artwork and 
the people viewing it. Please no flash.

SKETCHING
Yes, please. You may certainly sketch in our facility. We ask that you use a 
lapboard or clipboard. Please only use lead or colored pencils. Please do not 
use the walls or pedestals as supports for sketching.

ARTWORK FOR SALE
All artwork pricing is set by the artist and is non-negotiable and non-refundable. 
All artwork sales are by commission with Pablo Center at the Confluence. Your 
purchase supports our endeavors to present quality visual arts programming that 
is free and open to the public. Thank you for considering.

ARTISTS STATEMENTS & BIOGRAPHIES
Statements and biographies are written by the individual artist and are published 
with their permission. The views expressed are their own. Thank You.
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MICHAEL CHRISTOPHERSON
I grew up outside an art environment and inside the world of images and objects 
that translated early into sculpture. My father’s pattern shop served as my first 
sculpture studio. The sculpture studio has always been the place where I could 
most enjoy my solitude, day dreams, public radio, and get to involve myself in the 
“serious play” of creating art. After six decades of object-making and fourteen 
years in retirement from teaching art, I take seriously the importance and privilege 
for the opportunities that have been presented to me. Twenty-eight years granting 
students the permission to be artists and living in Wisconsin among family, friends 
and artists I can look back at a very fortunate life.

Michael Christopherson is an Emeritus Professor at the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire, having previously taught at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville. 
Michael earned his BFA from UWEC and MFA degree from Washington University, 
St. Louis. He has had solo exhibitions in Washington D.C., Chicago, Minneapolis, 
Richmond Virginia, Mankato, and Eau Claire. Michael has outdoor public 
sculptures in Madison, Eau Claire and Waukesha, Wisconsin and has participated 
in over one hundred juried and invitational shows.

Perfect Circle Machine
Mixed media, 76x30
$1000

Untitled
Wood, steel, 76x30
Not for sale

Long Days
Time cards, horseshoe nails, 16x24
$300

Industrial Landscape
Mixed media, 29x39
$1000

Industrial Landscape
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DANIEL INGERSOLL
While I love the conceptual potential of art, most of my work in this show is functional 
in nature. I love the idea of taking raw materials that are perceived to have little 
value and shaping these materials with heart, hand, and head into objects of beauty 
and pleasure. A special hand made cup can transform the everyday experience 
of drinking coffee into a ritualistic, aesthetic experience. The process of working 
with clay is both simple and complex. Simple materials of clay, minerals, and fire 
present endless challenges and possibilities, creating a deep well of desire for 
greater understanding. 

Dan Ingersoll spent 30 years in Eau Claire classrooms teaching students the skills 
that would enable them to explore the infinite possibilities for expression through 
art. Seventeen of his thirty years was spent teaching ceramics and sculpture at 
Memorial High School. Throughout his time in Eau Claire, Dan has partnered with 
David Caradori to Fire David’s wood kiln located on his property 15 miles north of 
Eau Claire. Dan furthered his ceramic skills through his association with David as 
well as taking workshops with Randy Johnston, Jan Mckeachie Johnston, and Mike 
Weber. Dan’s work has been shown regionally and nationally through his inclusion 
in the “Strictly Functional National” pottery show in Pennsylvania. In retirement 
from teaching, Dan has enjoyed writing articles for Pottery Making Illustrated and 
Ceramics Monthly publication.

Com.mun.ion #1
Stoneware, wood, iron
14x11x5
$350

Com.mun.ion #2
Stoneware, wood, iron
2x12x6
$350

Com.mun.ion #6
Firebrick, stoneware, iron, wood
8x6x15
Not for sale

Com.mun.ion #5
Iron hook, stoneware bottle
12x12x12
$350

Com.mun.ion #4
Stoneware, firebrick with screwdriver
10x12x15
$350

Com.mun.ion #3
Stoneware, iron, glass
6x6x10
$350

Com.mun.ion #6
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Untitled Artbook
Mixed media, 14x8
Laurie Bieze Permanent Art Collection

CORNELIA W JOHNSON (LIA)
1952-2016

Upon Lia’s passing, her family found her home to be full of art: finished works, 
unfinished works, and supplies. These works and supplies have been acquired by 
the Laurie Bieze Permanent Art Collection. The primary goal of this donation was 
to encourage the creation of new art. Many interesting artifacts and artworks were 
contributed, including a series of artbooks that Lia created. 

Cornelia W. Johnson (Lia) was born February 15, 1952 in Pasing/Munich, 
Germany. At the age of two she came to the USA with her parents, Karlheinz 
Weiss and Linde Martin. She lived in many places including New York, California, 
Arizona, Texas, St. Paul, and finally Eau Claire, WI. She always remained fond of 
Germany, its people, and its culture. Lia’s life was interesting to say the least and 
everything that happened to and with her, shaped her into that smart, humorous 
and wonderful human being she was. In addition to a career as an elementary 
art educator, she earned her doctorate degree in curriculum and instruction (art 
education) from the University of Minnesota and became a tenured associate 
professor at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

Untitled Artbook
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JOHN LAWLER

Car Starter Kit
Mixed media
$95

Road Warrior
Mixed media, 6.5x15
$200

Space Travel
Mixed media, 8.25x9x12
$350

Liberty
Mixed media, 4.5x6.5
$75

Entertain
Mixed media, 11.5x12
$300

Crash: 2001 - 2009
Mixed media
$300

Ace: (Alternative, Combustion Engine)
Mixed media, 19.5x11x18
$800

Industrial Complex 
Mixed media
$700

Car Starter Kit Crash: 2001 - 2009
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WILLIAM NOLTE

A Brief Survey of Items for Consideration Before Leaving Bed 
in the Morning
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

The Transparency of Weighty 
Issues
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

Inside Your Cellphone
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

How Many Monkeys Was
That ? (deux)
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

Project Management Team Considers Unprecedented Blueprint 
Conundrum During Breaktime at the M.C. Escher Ladder and 
Stairway Manufacturing Company
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

Was That Shining City “on a 
hill” or “in the clouds?” 
Mixed media shadow box, 11x9
$500

How Many Monkeys Was
That ? (tres) 
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

God’s Typewriter
Mixed media shadow box, 11x8
$500

Project Management Team

Com.mun.ion #2
Stoneware, wood, iron
2x12x6
$350
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BOB ANDRUSZKIEWICZ & MARK RUDDY 
Life Saving Collaboration with Mark Ruddy:

Both Mark and I support sustainable living and advocating recycling is our way 
of expressing that with our art. Janus Ex Machina was part of our desire for being 
conservators of what God has given us and demonstrating the return of positive 
life force that happens if we responsibly act with stewardship for our planet. When 
Janus Ex Machina debuted at the 2014 ArtsWest show, Eau Claire Community 
members told me that it helped them in other ways. We hope that Janus will help 
others in the foreseeable future. Creativity and hope are an undeniable force which 
has allowed me to now survive two separate major medical diagnoses. For me 
personally, Janus Ex Machina embodies this new phrase, “creativity is the true 
mother of intervention!”

Janus Ex Machina, 2017
Found objects
Laurie Bieze Permanent Art Collection
Donated by the artists

Janus Ex Machina, 2017
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Next Exhibit in the James W Hansen Gallery

Currently on Exhibit

EXPLORE OUR ART  GALLER IES

THE BIAS INSIDE US
A Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
February 26 - March 27, 2022
An exhibition and community engagement project from the Smithsonian, this exhibit is an 
exploration of the social science, psychology, and consequences of implicit bias. Bias is an 
innate human trait; we all have it. The Bias Inside Us offers an opportunity to learn how to 
challenge bias in the world through awareness of one’s own bias.

Major support is provided by The Otto Bremer Trust. 

Local support comes from University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire, the Eau Claire Area School 
District, and Pablo Center at the Confluence.

THE SPACE 
SURROUNDING US
December 17, 2021 - February 27, 2022

Brady & Jeanne Foust Gallery
Lynn Hobart offers figurative work that is stark 
and honest. Influenced by her surroundings and 
compelled by a sense of storylines, Lynn Hobart 
distills the human form and nature to its essence.

WE SEE YOU
January 28 - July 10, 2022

Laurie Bieze Gallery
History is written by the victors, and certain 
stories do not receive the platform they deserve. 
In this exhibit of artwork selected from the Laurie 
Bieze Art Collection, Pablo Center gives voice 
to those who have been pushed to the side. We 
will tell your story.
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JAMES W HANSEN GALLERY
 
A native of St Paul, Minnesota, Mr. Hansen holds undergraduate degrees from the 
University of Minnesota and a Graduate degree from the University of St Thomas. As 
an officer of a Fortune 500 company, CEO of a publicly traded technology business, 
and as an adjunct professor, Mr. Hansen is a supporter of young entrepreneurs and 
both civic and arts organizations.
 
Mr. Hansen was Chairman of the Board of Jamf Software and its first outside investor. 
He encouraged the company during his decade as Chair to support the community 
through employee service programs, started a foundation, and championed art in 
the office space as a vehicle for employee satisfaction and innovation.
 
This gallery is funded in his name and his belief that service and engagement with 
the creative class is critical to building a sustainable community that benefits the 
common good.

ON EXHIBIT ANYTIME
Virtual exhibits at PabloCenter.org

Through the viewing of art in our virtual exhibits on our website, we can all have a 
common experience. Gain an understanding of our community and our humanity 
by scrolling through the images of artworks that have been created by our region’s 
top artistic minds. View our exhibits at anytime!

Upcoming Events
Visit pablocenter.org to view a complete calendar of events and purchase tickets.

Pablo Center at the Confluence will not remain silent when what the community needs is for its 
local organizations to represent them. Pablo Center at the Confluence, while listening to and 
learning from the community, pledges to: address structural and historical inequities in the arts, 
identify and address implicit biases and practices throughout the organizational structures of 
Pablo Center, and respond to the events of our time that test relationships within the community 
through dialogue, educational and artistic  programming, and care.

Our first act towards this pledge is the creation of the Committee for Inclusive and Just 
Engagement and Practices, which is dedicated to the resolution of issues and the creation of 
opportunities related to social justice.

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT

We acknowledge that Pablo Center at the Confluence occupies the sacred and ancestral lands 
of Indigenous Peoples. We honor the land of the Ojibwe and Dakota Nations.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Find us on:  
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128 Graham Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701

FREE and open to the public
two hours before events

To purchase a work of art, contact:
Rose Dolan-Neill

Assistant Director of Artistic Programming
rose@pablocenter.org

pablocenter.org


